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DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA
	 
COAT OF ARMS


 
Distinctive Unit Insignia.  Description:   A Gold color metal and enamel device 1 1/8 inches (2.86 cm) in height overall consisting of a shield blazoned:  Quarterly, Crimson and Buff, on a fess rayonné to chief Or, a lion passant guardant of the first.  Attached below the shield is a Red motto scroll inscribed “SUPPORT THE BATTLE” in Gold.
        Symbolism:   Crimson and yellow are the colors used for Ordnance.  Buff is the color of the Quartermaster Corps and indicates the unit’s origin and service as a Quartermaster company.  The rayonné partition line signifies the intense fire power produced by the Ordnance material.  The lion, suggested by the coat of arms of Normandy, commemorates the organization’s special decoration for extraordinary heroism during the Normandy assault landing.  The four divisions of the shield refer to the battalion’s battle honors for service in Europe during World War II.  
        Background:   The distinctive unit insignia was originally approved for the 729th Ordnance Battalion, Maryland National Guard on 24 June 1954.  It was redesignated for the 729th Maintenance Battalion, Maryland Army National Guard on 30 January 1967.  It was redesignated for the 297th Maintenance Battalion, Maryland Army National Guard on 29 June 1987.  The insignia was redesignated for the 1297th Support Battalion on 17 March 1997.
 
Coat of Arms.
        Blazon:   
                Shield:   Quarterly, Crimson and Buff, on a fess rayonné to chief Or, a lion passant guardant of the first.
                Crest:   That for regiments and separate battalions of the Maryland Army National Guard:  From a wreath Or and Crimson, a cross bottony per cross quarterly Gules and Argent.    
                Motto:   SUPPORT THE BATTLE.   
        Symbolism:
                Shield:   Crimson and yellow are the colors used for Ordnance.  Buff is the color of the Quartermaster Corps and indicates the unit’s origin and service as a Quartermaster company.  The rayonné partition line signifies the intense fire power produced by the Ordnance material.  The lion, suggested by the coat of arms of Normandy, commemorates the organization’s special decoration for extraordinary heroism during the Normandy assault landing.  The four divisions of the shield refer to the battalion’s battle honors for service in Europe during World War II.  
                Crest:   The crest is that of the Maryland Army National Guard.    
                Background:   The coat of arms was originally approved for the 729th Ordnance Battalion, Maryland National Guard on 24 June 1954.  It was redesignated for the 729th Maintenance Battalion, Maryland Army National Guard on 7 February 1967.  It was cancelled on 11 July 1972.  It was reinstated and redesignated for the 297th Maintenance Battalion, Maryland Army National Guard on 29 June 1987 and cancelled the same date.  The coat of arms was reinstated and redesignated for the 1297th Support Battalion on 17 March 1997.      
